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INCORPORATION

THE INCORPORATION ACT of The German Ev. Lutheran Congregation.
Kewaunee, W1, July 1865.

By virtue of the announcements made on July 16th and 31st, 1865, the Ev. Lutheran Congregation assembled this day in the public
schoolhouse in Kewaunee, Wisconsin, The members present elected Rev, G. Bachmann as chairman and Frederick Johannes as
secretary. The chairman called to mind the reason for this meeting, as had been previously announced: The members assembled here
shall organize a congregation by accepting a constitution, and incorporating under the laws of the state of Wisconsin.

Frederick Johannes, Secretary. G. Bachmann, Ev. Lutheran Pastor.

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF KEWAUNEE; On this 31st day of July A.D. 1865 came before me Gustof Bachmann and
Frederick Johannes, to me known to be the persons who executed the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged the same to be their
free act and deed, for the uses and purposes therein stated.

Recorded by Lyman Walker, Notary Public; Kewaunee, Wisconsin.

Received for record the 3rd day of August 1865 at 5:45 o’clock P.M. and recorded in Vol. A. of Mortgages on pages 412 and 413.
By Charles Deda, Registrar, Kewaunee County, Wisconsin.

REVISION 6
Revised 19 January 2014
CONSTITUTION
1. Page5: Article V, Section 2: minor editorial improvements plus: Paragraph A.2: adjusted wording and added “synod™ to
sentence regarding support for educational agencies. Paragraph A.3: changed to bullet format.
2. Page 8: Article VI, Sections 5 and 6: added staff ministers. Deleted reference to candidates.
3. Page 8: Article VII, Section 8: deleted (This section dealt with teachers. Immanuel no longer operates a school,) Old section
9 renumbered as Section 8.
4. Page 9: Article VIII, Section 2: Specified who the officers of the congregation are: elected members of the Church Council
and the Treasurer.
5. Page 9: Article IX, Section 2: changed “Pastor or a teacher” to “called worker”.
BYLAWS
. Page 11: Art 1, Section 3: deleted requirement for publishing names.
Page 11: Art 11, Section 1: changed last sentence to indicate the Elders “authorize™ a letter instead of “issue™.
Page 12: Art I1, Section 6: deleted reference to a “Whereabouts Unknown” file.
Page 12: ArtIII, Section 1: deleted the phrase, “and/or those who seek to evade™ regarding excommunication.
Page 13: Art. IV, Section |, paragraph A: added “in the following month or as soon as possible”.
Page 13; Art. IV, Section 1, paragraph B: deleted requirement to provide agenda in the bulletin.
Page 14: Art. V, Section 2, paragraph B: deleted Chairman of the Board for Adult Discipleship.
Page 14: Art. V, Section 2, paragraph C: deleted Board of Adult Discipleship.
Page 14: Art. V, Section 3: changed to account for boards in excess of three men and to ensure one seat is elected each year.
0. Page 15: Art. V, Section 3: added statement allowing members who have served six years to serve in other offices or on other
boards. (i.e. The one-year sabbatical applies only to the position the member has served in for six continuous years.)
11. Page 15: Art. VI, Section 1, paragraph B: deleted time requirements for preparation of the Voters’ meeting agenda and need
for insertion into a Sunday bulletin.
12. Page 15: Art. VI, Section 1, paragraph E: added annual requirement, deleted reference to school records.
13. Page 16: Art. VI, Section 3, paragraph A: deleted 3-day time requirement for minutes; replaced “shall” with “should™.
14. Page 16 Art. VI, Section 3, paragraph B: added electronic records to statement on safekeeping of records.
15. Page 16: Art. VI, Section 3, new paragraph G: added responsibility to Secretary to inventory official documents (duty use to
be under Property Board).
16. Page 16: Art. VI, Section 4, paragraph A: changed “Pastor’s and Principal’s” to “Called Workers”.
17. Page 17: Art. VI, Section 5:
a. Line C: replaced Adult Discipleship Board with Treasurer,
b. Line E: added written report to be submitted quarterly or when requested by the President.
c. Line G: deleted reference to Adult Discipleship Board.
d. Line J: replaced “Principal” with “President”.
18. Page 17: Art. VI, Section 6: deleted reference to school under line F.
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19.

20.

21

22,
23.

24,
25.

26.
27.
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Page 18: Art. VI, Section 7: changed paragraphs C and E to specify minutes of the boards submitted to the Church Council
are the official board minutes and deleted the requirement that draft agendas and copies of minutes be submitted to the
President and Pastor within three days.
Page 18: Art. VI, Section 7: deleted requirement for boards to maintain their own file of board minutes; subject matter
incorporated into new paragraph E. Board minutes are incorporated into council minutes for a permanent record.
Page 18: Art. VI, Section 8: paragraph B:

a. Line 2: changed to read “four” boards.

b. Line 3: deleted references to a principal and school. Changed to read that the Treasurer is a voting member of the

church council.

Page 18: Art. VI, Section 8: paragraph I): deleted requirement to keep council meeting minutes confidential.
Page 18: Art. VI, Section 8: paragraph E, line 5: deleted reference to July. Art. V, Section 1, paragraph A establishes the
timeline.
Page 18: Art. VI, Section 8, paragraph E: deleted responsibility regarding having Secretary keep minutes since it duplicates
Secretaries duties already delineated in Section 3.
Page 19: Art. VII, Section A: added staff ministers and deleted some excess wording.
Page 19: Art. VIL: deleted paragraph, which dealt with calling teachers for a school.
Page 19: Art. IX: Duties of Administrative Boards and Committees.

Extensive changes were made to the duties and responsibilities of some of the boards and committees. Adult Discipleship Board was

deleted.
entirely.
28.

29.
30.

31,
32
33

34,
35,
36.

The duties of the Adult Discipleship Board were reviewed and combined with the duties of other boards if not deleted
Labeled as Article 1X.

Page 22: Auditing Committee: Added clarification on who could be appointed. Added responsibility to verify adequacy of
all types of insurance (Duty use to be under Property Board). Deleted reference to a principal and a School Association.
Deleted Budget Committee. The Church Council is doing these duties.

Page 23: Called Workers Care Committee: Deleted many specific requirements and conselidated to one summary paragraph.
Deleted “at least” thus specifying that this committee to be comprised of just three members.

Page 23: Constitution Review Committee: Added clarification on who could be appointed.

Page 23: Added Member Help Committee.

Page 30: Planned Giving Committee: Changed parent board to Board of Elders and added clarification on who could be
appointed.

Deleted Student Aid Committee. The Board of Youth Christian Education ts doing these duties.

Deleted Visitation Committee. The Elders are doing these duties.

Page 23: Added Article X: Marriage and Human Sexuality.
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CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

The Scriptures declare (1 Corinthians 14:33-40) that all things in the church shall be done “in a fitting and orderly way.” Moreover,
the history of the Christian Church of all times shows that certain agreements and regulations are helpful to attain its purpose and to
fulfill the directives given by Christ to His Church on earth, as summarized in Matthew 28:19-20,

Therefore, we, a Christian congregation, subscribing to the Scriptural truths as confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church, do
herewith in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit; adopt the following CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS,

ARTICLE I -NAME

The name of this congregation shall be IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH of Kewaunee, Wisconsin,

ARTICLE II-CONFESSION OF FAITH
SECTION 1

This congregation accepts and confesses all 66 canonical books of the Old and New Testaments as a whole and in all their parts as the
divinely and verbally inspired, revealed, and inerrant Word of God and submits to this Word as the only infallible authority in all
matters of faith and life (2 Timothy 3:15-17).

SECTION 2

This congregation accepts and confesses all the symbolical books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church contained in the Book of
Concord of 1580 as brief and true statements of Scriptural doctrine. They are:

A. The three ecumenical (Christian) Creeds.
1) The Apostles’
2) The Nicene
3) The Athanasian

B. The six Lutheran Confessions.
1) Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
2) Dr. Martin Luther’s Large Catechism
3) The Unaltered Augsberg Confession
4) The Apology (defense) of the Augsburg Confession
5) The Smalcald Articles
6) The Formula of Concord

SECTION 3
This congregation accepts and confesses these symbolical™ books without reservation, not insofar as they are the Word of God, but

because they are the presentation and explanation of the pure doctrine of the Word of God and a summary of the faith held by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

SECTION 4

Hence, no doctrine shall be taught or tolerated in this congregation which is in any way at variance with the Holy Scriptures and these
symbolical* books.

*Symbelical: The theological studies of religious creeds and confessions of faith.

SECTION 5

Likewise, all controversies that may arise in this congregation shall be decided and adjusted according to this norm of doctrine and
practice.
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ARTICLE 111 - PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES
SECTION 1

The continuing purpose of this congregation, as a gathering of Christians, is to serve all people in God’s world with the Gospel of
Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures,

SECTION 2
The primary objectives of this congregation shall be:
A. To proclaim the Law which shows us our sins and to proclaim the Gospel which leads us to repentance and faith in Jesus
Christ for life and salvation (2 Timothy 4:2; Luke 24:26-48).
B. To strengthen believers in faith and Christian living through the means of grace (Romans 10:17; Matthew 5:16).
C. To equip believers as disciples, stewards and witnesses for sharing the Gospel of Jesus with all people (Ephesians 4:11-
12).

ARTICLE IV - SYNODICAL AFFILIATION

SECTION 1

This congregation shall affiliate itself with a church body that holds to all the truths of God’s Word in doctrine and in practice and
is bound to the confession of faith as set forth in Article II, if, and as long as such a church body exists (1 Thessalonians 5:11).

SECTION 2

Being convinced that the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), by the grace of God, is such a church body, we choose
to affiliate with the same. If the WELS shall at any time be inclined to depart from the truths of God’s Word - - may God
graciously prevent it - - we pledge to use every God-given means at our disposal to prevent this departure and to preserve the truth
in its midst (Ephesians 4:3). If the synod persists in error, we consider it our God-given duty to withdraw our fellowship (Romans
16:17-18; Titus 3:10; 2 John 10, 11).

ARTICLE V - CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1 - CLASSIFICATION:

A. Baptized members of the congregation are those who have been baptized into the Christian faith in the name of the Triune
God (infants, children, adults).

B. Communicant members are those baptized souls whe have been confirmed, who confess the chief parts of Christian doctrine,
as written in Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, and who have declared their adherence to all the 66 canonical books of
the Old and New Testaments, without qualifications, as the only rule and norm of faith and life, who are in complete
agreement with our confession of faith as found in Article II of this Constitution, who have been accepted into communicant
membership in accordance with Article I of the Bylaws, and who submit to and fulfill the privileges and responsibilities of
membership as contained in this Constitution and Bylaws (confirmed children and adults).

C. Voting members are those male communicant members (1 Corinthians 14:34; 1 Timothy 2:12) who have reached the age as
specified in the Bylaws (Article IV, Sect. 7.A) who have read and declared their agreement with this Constitution and have
been accepted by the Voters of the congregation.

D. No person shall be excluded from membership in this congregation because of class, race, or nationality.

SECTION 2 - PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

A.“God is love” (1 John 4:8), and his love will ever move him to bless the members of his church with physical and spiritual
gifts (1 John 3:1; James 1:17). In return for all of these undeserved blessings, we love him (1 John 4:19) and show that love with
the works that we do. The exercise of such love we acknowledge as both a privilege and a responsibility. Our God has given us
His Word, the one thing needful (Luke 10:42) which alone can save our souls and tell us how to live a God-pleasing life (2
Timothy 3:15 — 18). Consequently, a member of His Church will consider it a distinct privilege and responsibility to:

Page 5 of 23



Revision 6, January 2014

1) Hear and receive the Word of God regularly (Hebrews 10: 24 — 25; Romans 10:17; 2 Peter 3:18; Luke 11:28).

2) Join whole-heartedly with other congregational members in introducing, maintaining and supporting the
educational agencies of the congregation and synod so that all members, young and old, might be thoroughly instructed in God’s
Word (Psalm 78:1 — 7; John 21:15; Matthew 18:5,6,14).

3) Bring up children in the training and instruction of the Lord, since God holds Christian parents responsible for
this work (Ephesians 6:4). To this end, Christian parents should consider it a distinct privilege to:

a. Teach their children the Word of God at home (Deuteronomy 6:6 — 9).

b. Strive to send them to a WELS parochial school, a Lutheran high school, and to other Christian
educational programs as the congregation may have established.

c.  Send them to the Pastor’s catechetical classes.

d.  Bring them to church services regularly (Ephesians 6: 1 —4; Psalm 78: 1 - 7, John 21:15; Matthew 18:
5-14),

4) Attend Bible classes conducted under congregational auspices for all adult members (2 Peter 3:18).

5) Share the Gospel with all people (Ephesians 4; James 2:14; Luke 8:16).

B. Qur God has given us two sacraments: Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, which are means that our Lord uses to bring
His grace to us. Consequently members of His Church will:

1) Have the children baptized as soon as possible, for “.._Baptism that now saves you also...” (1 Peter 3:21).

2) Regularly partake of Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:23 - 26) if they are recognized as such who can
properly examine themselves (1 Corinthians 11:28). Only those in the confessional fellowship of faith are permitted to commune
at our altar. (Close Communion; 2 Corinthians 6:14 — 15; Romans 16:17). Also refer to Article Il of the Bylaws.)

C. Our God has given us the privilege and responsibility of being managers over whatever He has given us and assures He
will graciously bless such faithful management (2 Corinthians 9:6). Therefore members of His Church will under grace:

1) Continually remember that all their possessions, time and abilities are really a trust from God.

2) Prayerfully determine each year which portion of money, time and abilities to be devoted regularly to the various
activities of the synod and district, and to everything that congregation has made its concern (Mark 16:15; 1 Corinthians 9:14;
16:2; 1 Peter 4:10).

3) Become voting members, if eligible, and regularly attend the Voters’ meetings to lend the congregation their
counsel and aid.

D. Qur God has implanted within us who are Christians the new man, who desires to live righteously (2 Corinthians 5:17,
Ephesians 4:24), Therefore, members of His Church should:

1) Fight against the temptations of the devil with the power that God gives in His Word (1 Peter 5:8 — 9) and avoid
the evil works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19 — 21) and of the world (Titus 2:12).

2) Lead the life of a Christian with the power that God gives in His Word (Galatians 5:22-25; Matthew 5:16).

3. Submit to and help to carry out all the resolutions of the congregation provided they do not conflict with the Word
of God,

4) Permit themselves to be fraternally admonished and corrected according to Matthew 18:15 — 20 when in error
(Bylaws — Article ITI, Section 1).

5) Refuse to hold membership in such organizations (lodges, scouts, etc.) whose false teachings and practices
conflict with the Word of God, such as honoring false gods, fostering a unionist fellowship with errorists or practicing forms of
religion without confessing faith in the Triune God and in Jesus Christ as the eternal Son of God incarnate to be our only Savior
from sin, thus teaching salvation by works (Matthew 4:10: Matthew 5:34 — 37; John 5:23; John 8:31 - 32; John 14:6; Romans
3.28, Romans 16:17; 2 Corinthians 6:14 — 18).

SECTION 3 - CHURCH DISCIPLINE AND EXCOMMUNICATION:

Christian discipline shall be practiced in this congregation according to Matthew 18:15-20 toward those who err from the faith or who
in other ways have given offense. At all times this shall be done in the spirit of the Gospel, namely, to regain the erring as brothers and
sisters in Christ. Those members who become evident as impenitent sinners and finally must be excommunicated and those who have

excluded themselves from the congregation by evading Matthew 18:15-20 lose all their rights in the congregation and its property. For
excommunication a unanimous vote of the Voters’ assembly is required. (See Bylaws, Article III for excommunication).

SECTION 4 - REINSTATEMENT:

When an excommunicated member by the grace of God repents of his or her sin, the person is to be reinstated with all former rights
and privileges of this congregation (2 Corinthians 2:6-8).
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SECTION 5 - TERMINATION OF FELLOWSHIP:

Members who persist in an error that in itself does not make the presence of saving faith impossible, shall be excluded from the
fellowship of the congregation (Romans 16:17-18) and relinquish all rights in the congregation and its property:

a) after they have been evangelically admonished by their fellow Christians in the spirit of Matthew 18:15-16; and

b) when their adherence to error becomes public and a matter of divisiveness (Titus 3:10) and thus an offense and obstacle to the truth
of God’s Word (Romans 16:17).

This action shall not be used for removing inactive members or as a substitute for the loving act of excommunication when
impenitence is clearly evident.

ARTICLE VI - POWERS AND RIGHTS OF THE CONGREGATION

SECTION 1

In all matters of Christian faith and life, the Word of God is supreme (Psalm 119:105). This congregation follows the example of our
Lord with His “It is written ... ” (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10 etc.).

SECTION 2

This congregation shall be represented by, and administer all its affairs through, the voting membership. Voting members are those
members as defined in the Bylaws, Article IV, Section 7. They should show a willingness to serve in any office or capacity for which
their talents and abilities equip them and faithfully attend all meetings of the congregation. In all matters not decided by the Word of
God and not covered by civil laws, the congregation, not an individual or group within the congregation shall have the right of
decision. It shall have the supreme power in all external and internal administration of its ecclesiastical and congregational affairs.
This corporate body shall have all rights granted to religious corporations by the state of Wisconsin.

SECTION 3

The Church Council, boards, elected or appointed committees or organizations within the congregation, and any of its elected or
appointed officers shall have no power, or authority beyond that conferred upon them by the congregation. Such specially delegated
rights and powers of officers, administrative boards and committees shall be subject to revision or complete withdrawal by the voting
membership at its discretion. In rare occasions of emergency the Church Council may act in the name and for the welfare of the
congregation. Such action must be fully explained at the next Voters’ assembly and approved by the members present.

SECTION 4

Societies or groups may be organized within the congregation only with the expressed approval of the voting membership. The
congregation shall be assured that the objectives of such organizations are in complete harmony with the congregation’s objectives
before granting its approval. All such organizations shall be under the supervision of the Pastor and the appropriate board under whose
jurisdiction they function. Only communicant members of Immanuel shall serve as officers of any organization within the
congregation.

ARTICLE VII- MINISTRY OF THE WORD
SECTION 1

This congregation has been organized for the purpose of proclaiming the Word and administering the sacraments in their truth and
purity, to use the same to bring young and old the knowledge of their salvation through Jesus Christ, and to sustain and strengthen the
faith of those who have been given this knowledge (John 20:21-23; John 21:15-17). To this end, the public ministry of the Word, by
the grace of God, is established and maintained among us (Ephesians 4:11-1 6).
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